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English 2009 I Fall 2012 
Literature and Human Values: 
Love, Hate, Obsession 
Pro£ Angela Vietto 
3345 Coleman Hall 
Office hours: 
MWF 11-12; T 2-5 & by appointment 
217-549-3203 
(cell; call 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.) 
arvietto@eiu.edu 
The purpose of this course, broadly speaking, is to explore how fiction offers complex and thoughtful 
understandings of powerful human emotions. 
Reading serious fiction is an important part of a college education because it offers special opportunities to 
explore many different points of view and to develop imagination, empathy, and social and global awareness. 
In addition, as a part of the general education program, this course will support your development in all 
three of the major components of the general education program: 
1. to enhance student literacy and oral communication 
2. to encourage students to think critically and reflectively 
3. to introduce students to knowledge central to responsible global citizenship 
Essential Requirements 
This course requires that you read (carefully) five novels, plus some short fiction, and complete a project 
related to each novel. If you are unable or unwilling to devote regular, high-quality time1 to reading for this 
class, you should immediately drop the class and find another to replace it. 
Adult Content 
The themes of this course are "love, hate, obsession," and the texts are fictions written for thoughtful 
adults. The novels contain both sexual material and violence. Careful readers know that books that 
include unpleasant or sensitive material are not necessarily recommending those behaviors (Fight 
Club wasn't meant to encourage you to beat your friends up, for example). As thoughtful adults, we 
will have a range of emotional responses, but we will also need to respond analytically. 
Texts from TRS 
Sherman Alexie, Indian Killer 
Emily Bronte, Wuthering Heights 
Katherine Dunn, Geek Love 
Chuck Palahniuk, Fight Club 
John Edgar Wideman, Philadelphia Fire 
Information for students with disabilities 
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact the 
Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
1 "High quality reading time" means {a) time when you are fully awake and alert {so you should probably not begin your reading at 10 or 
11 at night) and (b) time when you are willing to stop "multitasking" {i.e., talking to roommates, text messaging, checking Facebook) in 
order to focus on one, highly demanding task: reading challenging material. Although it is possible to rapidly cycle between a novel and 
text messages, it is not a good idea. People who "read" in this way rarely have a solid grasp of even the plot of a novel, and even more 
rarely do they demonstrate higher-order thinking in relationship to the material they believe they have read. 
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Grades and Grading Scale 
!Assignment Weight Final Grading Scale 
Participation I Reading Qyizzes 10% 93-100 A 
Conceptual Qyizzes I Short WritinQ'S 10% 85-92 B 
Structured Journal 10% 77-84 c 
Projects 1-5 (10% each) 50% 76 and below NC** 
Final Exam (2 parts) 20% 
Participation/ ReadingQp,izzes. For each day of class, you will be assigned a grade for participation on a 
scale ofl-10. A grade of 10 will be assigned to outstanding class citizens who are well prepared for class 
and make meaningful contributions to discussion. A grade of8 or 9 will be assigned to outstanding class 
citizens who are well prepared for class and participate thoroughly in all activities, but offer more limited 
contributions to whole-group discussions. Grades of7 and below will be assigned at my discretion to class 
members who exhibit any of the following behaviors: (a) being obviously unprepared for class; (b) arriving 
late; (c) text messaging or otherwise engaging with electronics; (d) sleeping in class or disrupting class. 
In addition, occasional unannounced 10-point reading._q,uizzes will be given to ensure that you have 
indeed done the assigned reading. These grades will be averaged together with the daily participation 
grades, and that average will constitute 10% of the final grade for the course. 
Conceptual Qp,izzes I Short Writings. Like reading quizzes, conceptual quizzes will be unannounced. 
Rather than merely checking to see whether you have completed the reading, these quizzes will test your 
understanding of concepts, terms, and techniques that we discuss or practice in class. They are cumulative 
{concepts discussed in September might turn up on a quiz in November, for example). Short writings may 
be assigned in class or as homework and will similarly ask you to apply concepts. 
Structured Journal. The structured journal will be written in response to very specific questions I assign, 
and will be collected periodically throughout the semester. 
Assignments 1-5 will be completed with the first five novels-but not necessarily in that order. In other 
words, for the first novel, you will choose any one of assignments 1-5; after the second, you will choose one of 
1-5 that you did not already complete for the first novel; and so on. 
Detailed assignments for each of the five projects will be distributed separately from the syllabus, 
but here is a list of the projects. 
1. Stylistic analysis & imitation (presentation) 
2. Pecha kucha (presentation with images) 
3. Illustrated author profile (essay with images) 
4. Social context analysis (essay) 
5. Connect to your major (essay) 
Final exam. The final exam will include both a take-home and an in-class component; to do well on the 
exam, you will need to have read all five novels carefully. 
.. 
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Policies 
Attendance: When you miss class, you do not earn any participation points for the day. 
For the average day of class, it is not necessary to tell me why you missed class. Instead, you should 
talk to a classmate to get notes and then to me if you have questions. 
However, if you miss any of the fallowing dates, you will need documentation of an excused absence due to 
serious, unforeseeable illness or emergency: Sept. 12. Oct. 3. Oct. 29. Nov. 14. Dec. 5 {due dates far projects 1-5) and 
Dec. 11 (the date of the final exam}. 
If you miss class on a day when you were scheduled to make a presentation, you will not be allowed 
to make that presentation unless you provide documentation of an excused absence. The same is true for 
the final exam: you snooze, you lose. For written work due on those days, I will apply a late penalty {as 
described below) unless you can document an excused absence for the day. 
Late Work: If you can not turn in written work when it is due, you have four choices: 
(a) contact me in person or by phone (not by email) the day before the work is due to arrange an 
extension (with no penalty); OR 
(b) if you can document an excused absence on the due date, we can arrange a no-penalty extension 
when you return to class, OR 
{c) if you missed class for a non-excused reason, you can still submit the work late, but it will be 
subject to a grade penalty of 10% for each calendar day it is late, OR 
{ d) if you never talk to me and do not submit the work within 10 days of the original due date, you 
will receive a 0. 
Conferences: We will have scheduled conferences before each due date, which will take the place 
of a day of class. To prepare for these conferences, bring drafts, research materials, outlines, and all other 
materials related to the project. If you must miss a scheduled one-on-one conference, please ph9ne me to 
reschedule. Since you receive participation points for conferences, if you miss without calling me, you will 
receive a participation grade of -5 for the day. 
The Electronic Writing Portfolio: As long as an essay is a minimum of750 words long, you may 
use any essay from this course for the Electronic Writing Portfolio. Submissions must be made no later than 
the end of finals week. 
Electronics in the classroom: Do not use earbuds in class. Keep phones turned off or set on silent and put 
away throughout class. 
Ifl see you with an earbud, I will ask you to remove it. Aside from being rude, listening to music 
during class may also be distracting to those around you. 
If you text during class or have your phone out or forget to turn it off and it rings or buzzes, you will 
lose participation points {and my sympathy). Depending on the offense, I reserve the right to reduce 
participation points to 0 or below. 
The English Department's statement on plagiarism: "Any teacher who discovers an act of 
plagiarism-'The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and 
representation of them as one's original work' (Random House Dicti.onary of the English Language)-has the 
right and the responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and including 
immediate assignments, of a grade of F for the assigned essay and a grade of F for the course, and to report 
the incident to the Office of Student Standards." 
My statement on plagiarism: I assume I can trust you, but if you break that trust by plagiarizing, 
expect to fail the course and to be reported to the Office of Student Standards. 
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Readings are due on the date listed Additional homework assignments will be made in class. 
MAug20 Introductions 
WAug22 Short fiction (distributed in class) 
F Aug24 Short fiction 
MAug27 Short fiction 
WAug29 Fight Club pp. 11-62 
F Aug31 Fight Club pp. 63-111 **Project Selection due 
M Sept 3 Labor Day observed-no classes 
WSept 5 Fight Club pp. 112-161 
F Sept 7 Fight Club pp. 162-218 
M Sept 10 Individual conferences 
WSept 12 **Fight Club projects due 
F Sept 14 Geek Love pp. 1-41 
M Sept 17 Geek Love pp. 44-104 **Project Selection due 
WSept 19 Geek Love pp. 105-145 
F Sept 21 Geek Love pp. 147-200 
M Sept 24 Geek Love pp. 201-256 
WSept 26 Geek Love pp. 257-315 
F Sept 28 Geek Love pp. 316-348 
M Oct 1 Individual conferences 
WOct3 **Geek Love projects due 
F Oct 5 Fall Break- no class 
MOct8 Indian Killer pp. 3-87 
WOct 10 Indian Killer pp. 89-153 **Project Selection due 
F Oct 12 No class 
M Oct 15 Indian Killer pp. 155-204 
WOct 17 Indian Killer pp. 205-254 
F Oct 19 Indian Killer pp. 254-296 
M Oct 22 Indian Killer pp. 297-342 
WOct 24 Indian Killer pp. 343-420 
F Oct 26 Individual conferences 
M Oct 29 **Indian Killer projects due 
WOct 31 Philadelphia Fire pp. 1-43 
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FNov2 Philadelphia Fire pp. 44-94 **Project Selection due 
MNovS Philadelphia Fire pp. 95-131 
WNov7 Philadelphia Fire pp. 132-151 
FNov9 Philadelphia Fire pp. 152-199 
M Nov 12 Individual conferences 
WNov14 **Philadelphia Fire projects due 
F Nov 16 Wuthering Heights pp. 15-72 
Nov 19-23 Thanksgiving Break-no class 
M Nov 26 Wuthering Heights pp. 72-179 **Project Selection due 
. 
WNov28 Wuthering Heights pp. 179-240 
FNov30 Wuthering Heights pp. 240-288 
MDec 3 Individual conferences 
WDec5 ** Wuthering Heights projects due 
FDec 7 Course conclusion 
Tues. Dec. 11 Final exam 
8 a.m.-10 a.m. 
